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A BEDOUIN HERDER SOLDIER OF THE DAMASCUS REGION. 


His heavily quilted coat of camel’s hair felt will turn 
a knife blade and occasionally stop a musket ball. 
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The Situation 
(Week ending February 7, 1916) 





INTER rigors have brought a 
lull on nearly all the war fronts, 
so that the main situation has 

‘undergone little change in the week 
just past. The centre of liveliest in- 
terest continues to be on the Caucasus 
front in Asiatic Turkey, where at last 
accounts the Russians were still pressin® 
the Turks hard amid heavy snows and 
intense cold. That this new Russian of- 
fensive may develop into an attack upon 
Constantinople from the Asiatie side 
remains an interesting possibility. 

Southward along the Tigris the Brit- 
ish are still bottled up by the Turks at 
Kut-el-Amara, and the relief expedi- 
tion under General Sir Percy Lake 
also has had to dig in and fight from 
trenches in the midst of heavy Winter 
rains. An attempt to advance was re- 
pulsed. 

On the Russian front in Europe, 
stretching from Riga south through 
Galicia and Bukowina, the Czar’s armies 
are holding their own, with occasional 
minor activities that are said to be suc- 
cessful. The beginning of an offensive 
movement by German and Bulgarian 
forces against Saloniki was reported 
by a Balkan news agency on Feb. 5, 
with references to an artillery duel 
near Doiran, but it lacks confirmation 
at this writing. So do the rumors of 
plans for a German-Turkish advance 
upon Egypt and the Suez Canal, though 
a Munich paper speaks confidently of 
the organization of such a force under 
German officers at Constantinople. It 
is expected to get under way early in 
the Spring. The Italians are holding 
their ground on the Gorizia front, but 
In Al- 
bania some scattered remnants of the 


report no material progress. 


Montenegrin Army have joined the 
Italian force at Durazzo. 


The political situation in Rumania 
seems likely at any moment to develop 
nto military action, but the uncertainty 
as to which side it will take has not 
peen removed. Rumania has thus far 
voted $120,000,000 for war credits, and 
a bill for $40,000,000 more has been in- 
troduced into the Chamber of Deputies. 
The Vienna and Berlin Governments 
have formally notified Bucharest that 
the election of irredentist Deputies and 
the sale of grain to England are re- 
garded as acts hostile to the Central 
Powers. At latest reports Bulgarian 
and Turkish troops were moving toward 
the Rumanian border. The majority of 
the Rumanian people are undoubtedly 
in sympathy with the Entente Allies, 
but, like the Greeks, they have no desire 
to be plunged into the horrors of war, 
especially while the Teutonic Powers 
zre in the ascendancy in the Balkans. 

The week completed the loss of an- 
other of Germany’s African colonies. 
when the British swept the last armed 
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Terruory in Flanders where the Germans seem to be preparing for a new urwve to the seacoast. 


NTEREST is being revived in the 
sector of the front 


stretching northward and westward 


western 


from Artois through the French De- 
partment of the Nord and Flanders to 
the North Sea, on account of the un- 
mistakable signs that Germany is pre- 
paring for a new drive in the direction 
of the French ports of Dunkirk, Calais, 
and Boulogne, with the incidental occu- 
pation of the remaining 450 square 
miles of territory still defended by the 
Belgians and the British, which once 
formed part of the 11,373 square miles 
of independent Belgium. 

This line, save for the small ground 
gained by the British at Ypres from 
Oct. 26 to 30, 1914, at Neuve Chapelle 
in the middle of last March, and at 
Loos at the end of September, is about 
where the contending armies dug them- 
selves in a little over a year ago. It has 
been generally believed that the line was 
formed after the retreat from Paris, 
Sept. 6-18, 1914, by the German right 
constantly deploying and the Allies’ left 
automaticilly extending to prevent en- 
velopment, until both lines reached the 
coast near Nieuport. 

This is a mistake. From the very 
beginning the German line of expan- 
sion and contraction resembled a great 
bow, with its tips resting on Aix la 
Chapelle in the north and just beyond 
the Verdun circle of forts in the south. 
It was first bent southward, contracted, 
and then bent westward until it en- 
veloped all but the southwestern cor- 
ner of Belgium. It was the French 
and English who constantly deployed 
until they formed a junction with the 
Belgian troops retreating before the 


expansion of the bow from Antwerp 
through Belgium. 

Just as the German line in Cham- 
pagne would be rendered untenable by 
the advance of the French and English 
half a dozen miles eastward in Artois, 
so a similar advance beyond Ypres 
would force the Germans to abandon 
their present line west of Lille, and 
little more would be heard of a Ger- 
Indeed, it 
would probably mean a contraction of 


man drive to the coast. 


the German front from the coast to 
the forests of the Argonne—possibly to 
the original south end of the bow north 
British 
Ypres governs the Artois 


of Verdun—for just as the 
salient at 
front, so the latter governs that in 
Champagne. 

For such an eventuality—the forced 
contraction of the line from the sea to 
Verdun—the Germans have been pre- 
pared for over a year. These prepara- 
tions are as varied as is the nature of 
the localities. According to observa- 
tions made by airmen of the Allies, the 
Germans have rebuilt the French forti- 
fications at Lille, Rochambeau, Mau- 
beuge, Landrecies, Hirson, La Fere, 
and Laon, intending to hold them by 
field armies properly intrenched—just 
as the French have held part of the 
barrier forts between Verdun and Toul 
since the war began—in case of a 
forced retreat northward. 

More immediate preparations for re- 
treat, however, have been made behind 
the line which faces the west in the 
Somme, Artois, Nord, and Flanders to 
the sea. Here are three lines of de- 
fense. The first pivots on Mezieres, 
runs northwest, enveloping Hirson and 
Maubeuge as far as the Scheldt, which 
it follows as far north as the junction 








colonials from the Kamerun coast line. 
A Madrid dispatch of Feb. 6 announced 
that nearly 15,000 German troops and 
civilians had been driven across the 
border into Spanish Guinea and interned 
‘here. The British invasion of Germain 
East Africa continues without definite 
results as yet. 

In France the feature of the week 
has been the gathering of the German 
forces in the region between Arras and 
the Channel, with the evident purpose 
of making another serious attempt to 


break through to Calais. For a month 


been pounding the 
French lines to find a weak spot. Since 


past they have 
the sweep through Serbia several hun- 
dred thousand men have been available 
for duty elsewhere, and the settled 
theory of the German General Staff— 
that the best defense is an attack 
—would naturally suggest their use on 
the most bitterly contested front. Early 
Spring is likely to bring desperate 
fighting on the war-sodden soil of the 
Pas de Calais. 


of the river with the ship canal at 
Ghent, and thence along the canal to 
the Dutch frontier at Sas van Gent, 
The second also starts at Mezieres, go- 
ing due north along the Meuse to the 
Belgian fortress of Namur, via Givet 
and Dinant. From Namur it follows 
the Sambre, enveloping Charleroi, and 
thence north again along the ship canal, 
enveloping the old field of Waterloo and 
Brussels up to Antwerp. 
begins at Namur and runs north to 
Antwerp at about twenty miles east of 
the second line after its turn north at 
Charleroi. 


Aside from the British salients al- 
ready mentioned- as having been won 
at Neuve Chapelle, Ypres, and Loos, im- 
portant, although brief, naval opera- 
tions have been carried on by Vice Ad- 
miral Sir Reginald Bacon, yith a fleet 
of monitors and gunboats, to loosen the 
German anchors hitched to the coast. 
Westende, Roversyde, Ostend, and 
Blankenberghe have been bombarded 
and a submarine base destroyed at Zee- 
brugge. These operations have been 
almost fortnightly since Aug. 23. ‘The 
British have lost three small vessels, the 
armed yacht Sanda and the mine sweep- 
ers Great Heart and Brighton Queen, 
and thirty-four men killed and twenty- 
four wounded. 


Although the obvious object of such 
bombardments has been to prevent the 
Germans from fortifying the coast or 
creating naval bases there, the ground 
has also been kept clear in case the 
expediency of landing an allied force 
behind the German line should arrive. 

Such is the situation which is now 
emphasized through the renewed Ger- 
man activities reported in recent dis- 
patches. Aside from augmenting artil- 
lery fire, usually the precursor of an 
offensive movement, great activity has 
been observed between the trenches in 
Belgium and the chief towns. Packed 
troop trains have left Ghent in an east- 
erly direction; twenty-eight passed 
through Bruges, and as many as thirty, 
forty, and fifty have been noted at 
Mons, Maubeuge, and Brussels, all mak- 
ing eastward. 

Why eastward? Nobody really 
knews. Other trains hurrying toward 
Dixmude, Ypres, and Ostend have been 
bringing up fresh troops to fill the 
places of those who have been with- 
drawn. But while those departing are 
veterans, the new arrivals are men of 
the class of 1915—that is, of troops be- 
tween 19 and 22. It has been observed 


that Germany usually uses her young- 
est and freshest troops in the first line 
of a new offensive, where enthusiasm 
rather than staying qualities are re- 
quired. 
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On this and the three pages following are p 


s the first of a series of these cartoons 


si 


in all the countries of Europe. Thi 


to be published in the Mid-Week Pictorial; others will follow next week. 


in his studio. 
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A Dutch Cartoonist’s Comments on the War 








PO Meet, > 


Oe he 








a 
oC 
. tm 
ne 
palteg = Mibiatatt eee _ 
ca 


POS ay Pe pe 








RS 


rs) 
4 


MOTHE 


% 
4 


THE 





DRAWN RY 


wn 
oe 
<a) 
ne 
cm 
< 
= 


7 
4 


RAE 


LOUIS 











1916 


FEBRUARY 10, 


THE NEW YORK TIMES 
MID-WEEK PICTORIAL 


9? 


fo 
Ke) 
= 
oD) 
& 
O 
hema 
C 
o 
o) 
he 
Ke) 
U 
O 
v 
ren 
O 
v 
& 
[ae 


N 


DRE 


THE CHIL 


Where are our fathers lying 


9 


DRAWN BY 


LOUIS RAEMAEKERS 


work. 


at 


Louis Raemaekers 





THURSDAY. 


THE NEW YORK TIMES FEBRUARY 10, 1916 


MID-WEEK PICTORIAL 





Italy Brings Her Heaviest Guns to Bear 





The Italians posséss siege guns of a very heavy calibre, comparable to the 
heavy German and Austrian siege guns, and these Italy is using in her 
campaigns against Austria. The photograph shows one of these heavy 
Italian guns and a group of officers finding the range and directing its 
operation. 


(Photographs © international Film Service end Underwood ¢€ Underwood.) 


Serving an Italian siege gun of 205 centimeters. 
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' Behind the Austro-ltalian Fighting Line 
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An Italian soldier-artist decorates a house in the captured country with scenes of Italy reunited. 
_Photo from Underwood 4 Underwood.) 
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Italian officers find in their lines an unexploded Austrian shell of 42-cm. It contained 220 pounds of nitro-glycerine. 
(Photo © American Press Assn.) 
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Where Italy Pursues Her Austrian Foes 
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A bridge over the [sonzo rebuilt by the Italians after being destroyed by the Austrians. 


(Photos from Underwood &¢ Underwood.) 


A conference of the Italian commanders, An Italian sentinel in the Alps; his dress protects 
General Porro (at left) and General Cadorna. N him from easy detection, as well as from the cold. 
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Where Austrians Keep Watch on Three Countries 
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This large tree is being utilized by Austrian officers as a unique observation post for military recon- 
noissance. It is situated near the Montenegrin frontier on the Ibar River, and from it one looks to the 
borders of Serbia, Montenegro, and Albania. 


(Press Illustrating Co.) 





THURSDAY, 
THE NEW YORK TIMES cunainaae' an caes 
MID-WEEK PICTORIAL 


From the Mediterranean to the Caspian Sea 





uy 
iat 
*f ' 
+e: 
8 
4 


Sie : 3 + i 


Assembling troops at Qalet-Saleh, a post on the line of communication to the Tigris River district in Mesopotamia. 
' (Photo © by International Film Service.) 





Armenians digging trenches at Van, where the Russians co-operated with them in defeat of the Turkish forces. 
(Photo © Underwood & Underwood.) 





Castellorizo, where the French forces have just effected a landing. It is the southernmost 
point in Smyrna, Asia Minor, and is about 150 miles northwest of the Island of Cyprus. 


(Photo © American Press Assn.) 
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When King Peter Fled His Kinadom 
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This impressive picture shows a moment in the journey of King Peter of Serbia into Albania, where 

he took temporary refuge after his country was invested by the forces of the Central Empires. King 

Peter is seen traversing with difficulty a mountain footpath along one of the high passes of Albania; 
the man at the King’s right hand is his aide de camp. 
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On Two Sides of the Russian Line in Bessarabia 





"Nites . Pi ie ee 

* . are oe > “A . aa ; . 

A Russian officer directing the construction of barb wire defenses just inside a forest of fir 
battle front. 


(Photo © Underwood <4 Underwood.) 











Russian prisoners, captured in the recent fighting, being given food within the German lines in East Galicia 


(Feature Photo Service.) 
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Some Types from War-Bound Asia Minor 


























A girl of the Druse tribe, North Arabia: 
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An Armenian type from the region of Erzerum. A Syrian girl from Mount Lebanon. 
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When the French Charge and Guard 
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A charge of French infantry in the face of a hot fire, in the Vosges. — 


Vedem Photo Service.) 
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A French guard in Pas de Calais, with improvised sentry-box and barricade of turf. ee 


Photo © International Film Serviwe.) 
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Photo from Underwood 4 Usdcerwood.) 


A striking photo showing French troops charging a Bulgar position on the Greco-Serb frontier. —— 
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This rough- 
weather snap- 
shot shows 
waves break- 
ing over the 
warship’s 
deck, in the 
Atlantic. 


(Photo © Amer. 
Press Assn.) 

















Shoving her 
nose into a 
field of solid 
ice, in the 
Baltic Sea. 


_——_— 


With the 
t hermometer 
at 10 below, 
and her rig- 
ging frozen, in 
the North Sea. 


——S 
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Where the Turks Are Holding the British on the Tigris 
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Cy Turkish artillery hammering the British lines in Mesopotamia. (~a ss oN 
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(Universal Press Syndicate.) sy ' 
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Turkish troops with transport camels on their way to the front near Kut-el-Amara 
(Underwood 4 Usaderiwood.) 
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War-Time Scenes in Constantinople 


Great crowds assembled in the Aghia Sofia Square in Constantinople, waiting for war bulletins. 
(Photos from Universal Press Syndicate.) 
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The German General von der The Sultan departing after 

Goltz and the Turkish General a council of war. The 

Staff awaiting the arrival of Grand Vizier and various 

the Sultan for a war council Ministers are seen in the 
at headquarters. backgro x ad. 








THURSDAY 


FEBRUARY 10, 19}¢ 


THE NEW YORK TIMES 


MID-WEEK PICTORIAL 


= > me 





oe * 


Where Germans Keep Vigil Over Russia’s Ice Wastes 
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A lonely German sentry making his rounds over the frozen marshes of the Pinsk. 
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Officers of von Hindenburg’s army on duty in the region where Russia has again taken the offensive. 
(Photos from Pawl Thompson. ) 
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Snow Masks the Scars of Franco-German Conflict 
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Two French officers follow the line of a communication trench through the snow-covered forests of the Vosges district, A 


wa where the marks of the recent conflict with the Germans are all but obliterated % f 


(Photo Underwood 4 Underwood 
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In Germany’s Largest Prison Camp 
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A general view of the great prison camp at Koenigsbruck, in Saxony, where are gathered thousands of pris- 
oners taken from the ranks of the Allies. 
(Photos from Underwood 4 Underwood.) 
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Major General von Stark inspecting 
the camp. 
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A Budget of Balkan News Pictures 
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Bulgarian wagon drivers in a street in 
the occupied City of Lescovac, and 
behind them are seen their Teutonic 


employers. 
(Photo from Paul Thompson.) 
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Serbia is recruiting her army, which is 
now officially resting in the Island of 
‘Corfu; here are a batch of the new 


recruits. 
(Photos from Underwood ¢ Underwood.) 























































A halt in the great Serbian retreat; a group of the Arrested by the Allies in Saloniki and expelled to 

: saldiers . 3 stacked in the distance, island detention - camp: Bulgarian comita)is 

wen sigueeans ¥ ao Sr at rs bal pos a sas : who were being enlisted at Saloniki for their \ 
ave come a y aps . country’s army. 
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The Spirit of the Warring Nations Expressed in Popular Postcards V. 
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A Viennese card: “The Visit of His Beloved.” 


“Reunited.” A popular Austrian card. 


From Berlin: The Kaiserin 
visits the wounded. 


A Hungarian subject: The Red 
Cross train in Bukowina. 





